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realise that the classics form a large and com-
plicated subject, which demands the whole of the
energies of boys. Let them resist utilitarian de-
mands altogether, and bundle all other subjects,
except classics, out of the curriculum, so that
classics may, at all events, be learnt thoroughly
and completely. At present they make large and
reluctant concessions to utilitarian demands, and
spoil the effect of the classics to which they cling,
and in which they sincerely believe, by admitting
modern subjects to the curriculum in deference
to the clamour of utilitarians. A rigid system,
faithfully administered, would be better than a
slatternly compromise. Of course, one would
like to teach all boys everything if it were pos-
sible ! But the holding capacity of tender minds
is small, and a few subjects thoroughly taught
are infinitely better than a large number of sub-
jects flabbily taught.
I say, quite honestly, that I had rather have
the old system of classics pure and simple, taught
with relentless accuracy, than the present hotch-
potch. But I earnestly hope myself that the
pressure of the demand for modern subjects is
too strong to be resisted.
It seems to me that, when the whole world is